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INTRODUCTION

The Parish of Hemingbrough Historical/Heritage Society was formed in April 2012 to raise
awareness of the history and heritage of the ancient parish of Hemingbrough which includes
the villages of Cliffe, Osgodby, Barlby and several Hamlets in the area and the village of
Hemingbrough itself.
We have formulated an account of the Parish of Hemingbrough in book form and have
already produced an initial book “Reflections and Photographs from Hemingbrough, Cliffe,
Babthorpe and South Duffield.”
We have held exhibitions, interactive lectures with the community and schools and intend to
actively contribute to the local history of the area for the future generations.
Our major project has been the purchase of a derelict garage at the entrance of the village
of Hemingbrough and turning this into a Memorial Garden to commemorate the Centenary
of WW1. This was a massive project and with dedication of our members, support from
donations, volunteers and the fantastic help from local businesses we have achieved our
aim, which was to provide the village with a Memorial Garden for the benefit of all. On 8 th
November 2015, the Rev Francis Loftus conducted a Service of Dedication and the official
opening of the garden took place.
Linking in with the creation of the Memorial Garden, we have commenced regenerating the
village green known as Oldway’s (Memorial Walk). The Oldway’s once the course of the
River Ouse runs for approximately ¾ of a mile to the west of the village and behind the
Parish Church of St Mary the Virgin. The river in those days was used to transport the stone
for the construction of the church and also was the route taken by Viking on their way to the
Battle of Fulford in 1066. A new pathway has been formed for pedestrians to walk this
historic area and enjoy the various flora and fauna to be seen. The clearing of the first old
pond and providing a picnic area is now in place this is the first phase of a four year project.
In July 2014 we were successful in our application to the Heritage Lottery Fund which has
helped another book “The History and Memories of BOCM Selby”. Thanks to the people
who took part we have put down in writing the history of BOCM, and have taken recordings
and videos. These are available for future generations to see and hear about a large
company that at one time was the heart of Selby’s employment.
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MEMORIAL GARDEN PROJECT

After conducting a village survey in 2013, the Society with the help of a grant from the
Eastern Area Community Engagement Forum were able to purchase the derelict filling
station in October 2014.
With massive support from local businesses, residents and volunteers we were able to
complete what was originally a four year project (starting in 2014 to commemorate the
centenary of WW1) in just over one year.
The following pictures show the project from start to completion, showing a wonderful
Memorial Garden replacing the eyesore of a derelict filling station.
Hearthstone Filling Station at beginning of project

Demolition in progress
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Site Cleared

The Memorial Garden September 2015
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It is the intention of the PHHHS that once this project is complete that the site be handed to
the village for the future.
Since the commencement of the Memorial Garden Project there have been many benefits
for the village and its residents. An identified “Eyesore” has now been removed; local
businesses and individuals have joined together in support with donations of labour,
equipment, services and donations Visitors to the village get the immediate impression of a
community which cares for its environment.
Remembrance Sunday 8th November 2015
Rev.Francis Loftus conducting a Service of Dedication
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ARCHBISHOP OF YORK VISITS HEMINGBROUGH MEMORIAL GARDEN APRIL 2016
The Society were delighted and privileged that the Archbishop of York Dr John Sentamu
included the Memorial Garden in his six months Pilgrimage of Prayer and Blessing
throughout the Diocese of York.
The Archbishop visited the Memorial Garden on the afternoon of Saturday 16th April, Rev
Francis Loftus joined the Archbishop on his walk from Riccall to Hemingbrough where they
were met by Rev Dotty Lambeth. Dotty introduced the Archbishop to members of the
Society and gave a brief explanation on how a derelict filling station became the beautiful
Memorial Garden it is today.
Arriving at the Memorial Garden about 2.30pm the Archbishop spent time looking around
the garden, meeting with families, residents and members of the Yorkshire Ride of
Remembrance. In a short speech he gave the Garden his Blessing and all present joined
the Archbishop in prayer.
The Society presented the Archbishop with a unique commemorative cushion that had
been made by Kath Terry.
The Archbishop is greeted by Rev. Dotty Lambeth

Meeting residents and children
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The Archbishop giving a short blessing and prayer

Meeting Yorkshire Ride of remembrance members

Members of the Society - Kath Terry presenting the Archbishop
with the Commemorative cushion she made
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Oldway’s – Memorial Walk Project Started in 2014
“Oldways” Regeneration

Map showing old course of River Ouse

To link in with the creation of a Memorial Garden, Hemingbrough Historical/Heritage Society
has commenced the clearance of the “Oldways” – the original course of the river Ouse
through the village - to create a further community facility and to improve this long neglected
area. This project is scheduled to take the four years, covering the centenary of the First
World War and then it is proposed after Consultation with residents, to rename the “Oldways”
the “Oldways Centenary Walk.”
Following the granting of a licence from the County Council Highways Department and the
granting of “start-up” funding from Drax Power, the Society has completed phase 1 in
clearing selected areas, creating a nature pathway and recreating the old ponds that
remained after the course of the old River Ouse was altered.
Seating areas are now in place for the benefit of all residents, plans are in place with Dykes
and Drainage for work to be carried out to ensure that the pond will not dry out or overflow.
We are now in the process of applying for further funding, as this is a registered village green
we have the full support of Hemingbrough Parish Council. If we are successful in obtaining
funding this will enable us to continue with phases 2 and 3. This will include the extension
of the existing pathway, opening a wetland area, an outdoor teaching/seating area for quiet
reflection and an information board.
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Oldway’s before work began on regeneration

As work continued we joined up the two ponds with the new pathway and surfaced it with
wood chippings to create free access through this wooded area.

A perfect woodland walk

9

The Old Pond starting to take shape

The finished pond complete with picnic tables
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December 2016
The picture below taken on 29th December 2016 show that part of phase one of the project,
the reclaimed pond is now starting to establish itself with an abundance of sticklebacks and
water spiders spotted in the pond over the last year.

OLDWAYS PROJECT – PHASE TWO
Work has now started on Phase two of the Oldway’s project, the Society was successful in
a funding application to North Yorkshire County Council to obtain Community
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) raised from the building of the Lytag Factory at Drax Power
Station which raised sufficient funds to start and complete Phase two.
Andy Pulleyne a local landscape contractor keen ecologist and with environmental
awareness has been carrying out the work. He has been working within the strict time limits
applied by NYCC environment so as not to disturb or damage the nesting habitat of any
wildlife. Andy also carried out the work on Phase one which the community are now enjoying.
Phase two commenced on Friday 24th February 2017 and consisted of clearing a path
route through the existing undergrowth and trees from the pond at phase one, to the
Church Walk Causeway. The debris left at the side of Oldway’s track due to drainage
board dredging was scraped and used to level the footpath through the undergrowth. This
enabled the society to commence planting 420 trees of various species which were
obtained from the Woodland Trust and planted to their specification. This was a special
pack provided by the Woodland Trust to cater for and encourage wildlife.
This picture shows where phase two pathways will begin
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Tree Planting and Landscaping February/March 2017

The landscaping of Phase two is now complete, there is more work to do by the society and
volunteers in managing the area in the spring months, and this includes laying of mulch on
the footpath and grassing certain areas. A cleared area around the base of an old willow
tree stump is to be grassed and logs dug into the area for seating. This will hopefully provide
a format for an outdoor nature school that can be enjoyed by all local schools.
Mulch provided by a local tree surgeon has been spread over August and September and
this has completed the pathways. More mulch has been stacked at the entrance to Oldway’s
and this will be moved to re-cover phase one pathway and around the log seating area we
have put in place for outdoor schooling.
An application submitted for a grant of £480 from the Community Engagement Forum (Seby)
was approved in November, this will enable us to employ Andy Pullyene with his machinery
and workforce, along with members and volunteers of the society to move and spread this
before the end of the year.
Wildflower seeds provided by the Society and Hemingbrough Parish Council have been
spread and gave a colourful show this year, more will be spread in the spring of 2018 to
encourage insects, butterflies, bees and birds.
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Pictures below the pathways now spread with mulch August/September 2017
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EXHIBITIONS, PRESENTATIONS AND AWARDS 2017
Letter from the Selby Civic Society May 2017
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Family and Local History Day – Yorkshire Waterways Museum 14th May 2017
The society attended a Family & Local History day at The Yorkshire Waterways
Museum. We had our display with information and photographs of the projects the society
has been involved with over the last four years. A steady stream of visitors came to the
event throughout the day, enjoying browsing around the various groups that had put on
exhibits, these included Boothferry Family History Society, Howdenshire History
(www.howdenshirehistory.co.uk) Goole First World War Research Group, Goole Civic
Society and more. It was a good day out and we were pleased to see familiar faces visit our
stand, and people who had contributed towards the BOCM book and our website. Thank
you to those who purchase a book, and a big thank you to Sue Walker for providing the
refreshments and making everyone welcome. As the sun came out visitors were able to
enjoy a trip on the river.
Secretary Sue Strelczenie manning the stand

Methodist Craft Day October 2017
We were asked by the Methodist Chapel to put on a display at their craft day event on
Saturday 7th October 2017. We put our flat display stand up along with display copies of
Reflections and Photographs and The History and Memories of BOCM Selby.
This was the last craft day that the chapel will hold and to brighten up the afternoon, Pam
(organiser of the craft day) had a special surprise for everyone. At 1.00pm, in came local
lad Kyle playing the bagpipes, he was brilliant and the music was very good and made you
want to dance, in fact Pam did!!
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St Mary’s Church Event – Community Volunteers Celebration 6th October 2017
The Society attended the Community Volunteers
Celebration on Friday 6th October 2017. We put up our
large pop-up stand displaying the projects the Society have
been involved in over the last five years. The service
conducted by Rev. Dotty Lambeth was well attended with
many volunteers and their stands. Chris Hailey-Norris from
Selby AVS gave a presentation, the Archbishop of York Dr
John Sentamu gave a Sermon and Prayers of Intercession
were let by the Bishop of Selby Dr John Thomson. The
service was followed by a buffet supper and wine.
Our secretary Sue Strelczenie presented Bishop John
Thomson and Archbishop John Sentamu with the two books
the Society has had published. Thanks to Rev. Dotty for all
the hard work that went into organising this event
Below the very nice replies from Bishop John Thomson and Archbishop John Sentamu
Dear Sue
Thank you very much for the books ‘Reflections and Photographs from Hemingbrough, Cliffe, Babthorpe and South Duffield’ and
‘The History and Memories of BOCM Selby’, which you gave to me during my visit to Hemingbrough in October. It is clear that the
Parish of Hemingbrough Historical Heritage Society has put a lot of work into these books and I trust that your fundraising is going
well.
I enjoyed the Derwent Deanery Mission Weekend very much, and the Community Volunteers Celebration was a great opportunity to
celebrate all the good works that are being done by so many unsung heroes in the community.
With every blessing,
+Sentamu Ebor:
The Most Revd & Rt Hon Dr John Sentamu,
Archbishop of York.

Dear Sue,
How kind of you and fellow members of the Parish of Hemingbrough Historical/Heritage Society to present me with the two books
you have published to help with you’re fund raising I have had an enjoyable and illuminating read of them. What fascinating
insights. I particularly like the vicar’s hat in the 1920 photo of a visit by Selby scientific Society, the note about the Kenyan Chefs
visit (I was brought up in Uganda next door) and the BOM story. My sister worked for Rank Hovis and visited them.
Many thanks
Rt. Rev. Dr John Thompson
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REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE AT THE MEMORIAL GARDEN
12th NOVEMBER 2017
The Remembrance Day service was once again well attended the community spirit coming
together with over 100 villagers taking part. The service was supported by The Ride of
Honour with upwards of 300 bikers attending, starting at Squires Café and completing the
ride at the Memorial Garden Hemingbrough. Each biker gives a donation to take part in the
ride with monies going to well-deserved groups and charities the main receiver for this
event being The British Legion
Our grateful thanks to Rev. Dotty Lambeth who carried out the service and organised the
bugler, so a big thank you to the bugler, Kyle the Piper and the Standard Bearer
of the Goole and Howden British Legion, a huge thank you to all the knitters in the Poppy
Crew who provided the wonderful poppy display, ‘made by the community for the
community’.
Thanks to local man and veteran of the Arnhem Landings in 1944 – Alwyn, 92 years of
age who read out the verse from the poem by Robert Laurence Binyon
Remembrance Day November 2017
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Methodist Chapel Christmas Tree Competition 1st December 2017

Once again the Society entered into the fun of the Christmas
Tree Competition our entrance theme this year was Angels,
suggested by one of our young volunteers who helped in
making the angels and putting together the poems. Our tree
came a respectful 3rd.

Carol Concert at the Memorial Garden Sunday 10th December 2017
The Carol Concert held on Sunday 10th December had a reasonable turn-out despite the
very cold weather and forecast snow. The Service was led by Rev. Dotty Lambeth and music
provided by Keith Lambeth and his sound system. Tokens were written with messages for
a loved ones and placed on the Memory Tree which was lit up during the service. After the
concert, mulled wine and warm mince pies were enjoyed. A big thank you to all who
attended and gave a donation – £41.30 was raised, all monies received go towards the
maintenance of the Memorial Garden.
Memory Tree
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Exhibitions, Presentations and Awards
The Society has been involved in the past
Fund Raising Event & Auction - Spuds & Berries 29th April 2015
Cliffe Primary School Fair 14th June 2015
Barlby High School Selby Community Fair 11th July 2015
Blueberry House Hemingbrough Charity Event 18th July
Selby Library History Week 24th-28th August 2015
Methodist Chapel Craft Fair 3rd October 2015

Hosting the Eastern Community Engagement Forum
in Oldway’s 15th June 2015

St Mary’s Church Open Day
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On 16th October 2015 we were finalist in the North Yorkshire County Council Community
Awards ‘Best Community Group. We were runner up and presented with a certificate and
beautiful engraved glass plaque.
Sue & Eddie Kinsella presented with NYCC Community award runner up plaque

On 12th November 2015 members of our Society attended the Selby and Goole Community
Pride Awards 2015 having been selected as finalists in the Community Project category. We
won and were presented with an engraved glass plaque. It was a wonderful evening hosted
by Look North’s Clare Frisby.
Members of the Society who attended the event
Eddie Kinsella, Dotty Lambeth, Sue Kinsella, Sue Strelczenie, Jan Strelczenie
Host: Clare Frisby Sponsor: Julian Read of Arthur Read Jewellers Goole
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BOCM – “Animal feed to gun oil”
In July 2104 we made an application to the Heritage Lottery Fund for a grant to assist us
in producing a book on the history of BOCM and its people. This grant was successful
and has helped us to both work toward producing the book and buying essential equipment
for our Society.
The project is now complete with the book printed and on sale. The book was launched at
Selby Library on 2nd November 2015 and Barlby Library on 6th November 2015.
The Company BOCM has played a major role in the industrial history of Selby and over the
years has been a major employer in the area. We have conducted interviews with over
twenty four ex-employees these have been recorded and videoed. The book has been
presented to local schools.
We have given presentations to Barlby High School assemblies (over 400 children) to inform
and encourage interest in their local heritage and how it has shaped things to be as they are
now.
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BOCM Book Launch Selby Library 2nd November 2015
Barlby Library 6th November 2015

Chairman Eddie Kinsella Presenting the BOCM
Book to local schools
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BOCM PENSIONERS PARTY WEDNESDAY 13TH APRIL 2016

Each year Unilever Pension Liaison Team organise a party for ex-BOCM employees who
are in their pension scheme. The Society were invited to attend, we put on a display showing
the History of BOCM through the eyes of ex/retired employees. The screen and projector
was set up and a rolling picture show was on display much to the delight of the party-goers
who were watching avidly to spot themselves.
The society members met up with people who had contributed with the ‘History and
Memories of BOCM’ book and also got to chat with others. Unilever’s Pensioners Liaison
& Administration Manager Karen Abbot introduced herself and bought a book! – Thank
you Karen. Karen also organised lunch for our members which was much appreciated.

The Society’s Screen Show and Display Board

BOCM Pensioners enjoying their meal
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After the meal Karen gave a detailed update on how Unilever is doing at present, this was
very interesting finding out Unilever is involved in products such as Shampoos, Washing
Powders Pot-Noodles just to mention a few.
As a result of meeting Karen we are now in touch with Unilever’s Archive Office and at
their request have forwarded one our BOCM books for their records.
Malcom Innis giving a short speech (Malcom contributed in our BOCM Book)

Karen Abbot Uniliver’s Pension & Liaison Manager

BOCM Ex-Employees enjoying the display board and film show
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Our Committee:

website: www.dev.phhhs.org.uk

Chairman
Vice Chairman
Treasurer
Secretary/Webmaster
Fundraiser

Keith Lambeth
Les Stebbings
Jan Strelczenie
Sue Strelczenie
Dotty Lambeth

Volunteers

John Frank
Marian Frank
Bill Woollard
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