Hemingbrough Methodist Chapel

T

he name Methodist came about in 1726 when Charles
Wesley was called a 'methodist' by his friends at Oxford
because of the methodical way he studied and ran his life.
He was a student at Christ Church College and in 1729 founded
a small group known as the Oxford Methodists. He was joined by
his brother John who was appointed the group's leader and this
was the foundation of the Methodist movement.
John Wesley began by preaching his own brand of Christianity
to congregations in the churches, but eventually he was banned
from using the pulpits. Wesley said; "If we can't preach in the
pulpits of the Church, we will build our own".
He continued to preach in the open air and soon obtained a
piece of land in Horse Fair, Bristol, where the first stone of the
first Methodist Chapel in the world was laid on 12 May 1739.
Wesley travelled 250,000 miles and preached 40,000 sermons
to take his message to the far corners of the country. Often
preaching to crowds in the open. Soon churches and chapels built
by his dedicated followers began appearing in many towns and
villages.
In 1787, Hemingbroughwas granted a licence for worship to
take place in private homes. This was also the case in 1812. Then
in 1836 the first Methodist chapel was built in the village. The
building proved to be too small for the growing congregation and
in 1848 a larger one had to be erected- the one that stands today.
The Sunday school room was added on in about 1856.
As a child and while growing up I spent a lot of time in
Hemingbrough with my grandparents, Mr & Mrs Fred Armitage
who lived at Hawthorne Farm, which was next door to the chapel.

They were devoted Methodists and did much to support the
chapel.
The Armitage family consisted of Herbert (who was working
on the farm), Sarah Annie (my mother who married my father
Charles Wallace Farrar, a Methodist local preacher) and Gertrude
Mary who married J. 1:Wright of Hemingbrough. Two sons Harry
and Ernest were killed in the 1st World war. The organ in the
chapel was donated by my grandparents in memory of the boys.
The plaque on the wall on the side of the pulpit was erected by
teachers and friends. The organ was installed in 1924 and a
pedestal was placed under the plaque in 1940 paid for by Mr J. 1:
Wright.
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Grandad Armitage was a Ttustee and class leader at the chapel
and Uncle Herbert was Sunday School Superintendent. They did
no work on the farm on Sundays except for milking and feeding
the stock, and that had to fit in with the chapel service times.
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. .As I remember it in those days, the chapel was different to how
It IS now. There was no porch at the front - the door opened
directly into the chapel. The pulpit was on the right and the seats
were on the left, going up in tiers with steps to get to them. I think
they also had doors for access. There was a stove on the left of the
doorway which was fuelled by coal. The lighting was by hanging
paraffin lamps which consisted of brass vessels with a glass chimney and a frame with a large white globe. They were supposed to
be 100 candle power.
The o~gan was on the left of the pulpit and had to be blown by
hand. ThIS was usually done by the older boys in turn. According
to chapel records, the boys were paid 5/- for this chore in 1940.
One gentleman still living in the village, remembers doing this.
The Sunday School was just a large room at the back with a
back entrance and steps out into the yard. There was a house in
the yard where the caretakers, Mr & Mrs Lawton, lived. They had
a faIrly large family - Fanny, Alice, Grace, Billy, Andrew, Arthur,
Lloyd and Don as far as I can remember. There was a garden at

the back which I presume the Lawton family worked.
There was quite a large space under the chapel which could be
accessed by a door from the outside and used to store wood and
coal for the stove. When you were in chapel, you could hear sticks
being chopped and coal being shovelled. It's said that Mrs Lawton
would not let her husband smoke his pipe in the house so he went
to the store to smoke.
The chapel was well attended in those days with Sunday School
at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m., and services at 10.30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Class
meetings were held during the week and the records show that
some 33 members attended these meetings. Many other activities
which took place were also well attended.
Sunday, in those days, was a day of rest and only very necessary
work such as stock feeding and milking was done. Village life
centred around the chapels and churches. At Grandma's we were
not allowed to knit or sew and even reading was limited. I remember one gentleman saying that "if you sewed a button on Sunday
you were sewing sorrow on your back".
When we had a wireless we could listen to the news and hymn
singing. In summer, when it was fine we could go for a walk after
evening service. We worked hard during the week, so we were glad
of a rest.
I think people visited each other more in those days. We often
entertained the visiting local Preacher or Minister to dinner or tea
especially if they took morning, afternoon and evening services
and it was too far for them to go home.
Chapel records show that the caretaker's house was condemned in 1934, but it was not finally demolished until 1937. As
there were no plans to replace the caretaker's house, the Lawton
family were re-housed in one of the council houses that was built
in Hull Road.
In about 1936 it was decided to modernise the chapel and plans
were made to raise money for the work. Many activities took place
such as fairs, jumble sales, Lord Mayor's banquets and garden
parties at the Grange (by kind permission of the Sweeting family).
Mr J. 'T. Wright was responsible for drawing up the plans and

the building contract was given to Mr H. Woodall from Cliffe at
the estimated price of £307-2-6. Work began the following year,
but there was not enough money to pay for it all, so a subscription
list was started and that raised an extra £138-18-4.
The pews and woodwork were made of oak to match the pulpit
with the walls painted blue and the ceiling cream. The pulpit was
moved opposite the door and the seats taken out and the floor
levelled. New pews were built in with an aisle down the middle,
with Choir stalls put in at each side of the pulpit, and the wall
needed building up with a recess for the organ at the right side of
the pulpit. A new doorway gave access to a room fabricated
between the chapel and the Sunday school for use as a Minister's
vestry, and the Sunday school room had doors fitted to divide it
from the vestry.
Electric lighting was installed to replace the paraffin lamps,
which were later sold for 7/6 each. My grandparents bought one
and when I married in 1947 it was given to me as the house we
rented had no electricity.

Central heating was also installed, which consisted of a coal
fuelled boiler situated in a new room at the end of the Sunday
school room, with pipes around the walls to circulate the heat. A
kitchen was also built at that end of the building.
The chapel reopened on Thursday 24th March 1938 with services on the following Sunday. The Thursday meeting was held at
3 p.m. with tea at 4.30 cost 1/-.
Collections made when the chapel reopened raised £42-10-4,
my great uncle G. H. Cross lent £80-0-0 interest-free and another
£80-0-0 was borrowed from the Midland bank at 4% interest. The
overall cost was £613-5-11 and the debts were cleared in 1940.
In 1940 I came back to Hemingbrough to work for my grandparents both in the house and on the farm. I became more involved
in the chapel and Sunday school and for a time I was Sunday school
secretary as well as a teacher.

There was no caretaker in 1945/6, so I became chapel cleaner.
I remember scrubbing the Sunday school floor which eventually
gave me "house maids" knees and I had to return home to be
looked after by my parents.
Before returning to Hemingbrough, I lived in Selby and worked
for the Midland Bank manager's wife. In Selby, I attended James
Street chapel (which was recently demolished to make way for the
In-Shops development) and joined a club there. This was turned
into a Services club during the 2nd World War. The servicemen
would come to the chapel when not on duty and play games such
as dominoes and darts. We served them snacks, sandwiches and
buns and sometimes we would put on some entertainment or a
sing-song. I cycled from Hemingbrough to do my turn of duty
there, which was on a rota system.
It was during this period that I
met my future husband James W.
Swann. He lived on a farm at
Osgodbywith his parents. In 1947
we were married at James Street
chapel in a double ceremony with
my sister, Gertrude, who married
E. W. Broom. The Reverend R.
E. Grose, Minister at the time,
performed the ceremony.
At Hemingbrough in 1948, the
Reverend R. E. Grose dedicated
to the "Honour and Glory of
God" an electric blower for the
organ which had been paid for by
Mr Hare, a 1tustee ofthe chapel.
During 1954 the chapel and
Sunday school were closed for redecoration. The work was carried
out by Bywaters of Selby at a cost
of £237-15-0, and the chapel reopened on 14th September.
Reverend and Mrs Grose

In 1956 a new trust was formed as some members had moved
and others had died. I was appointed a 1tustee and remained one
until we moved to Osgodby in 1970.
A new water toilet was installed at this time to replace the old
system, and in 1957 the heating boiler was giving trouble so it was
proposed to install electric heating. This was not done until 1960
when a new electric system was installed by Mr Lee of Pocklington.
The cost was £218-12-6 and the old boiler was taken out in 1964
when the kitchen was enlarged. The car park was tarmaced in
1965, paid for by a "friend" of the chapel.
Another way of raising money, apart from jumble sales, etc.
was to collect waste paper in the village. We had a regular round,
and what we collected was stored at the back of chapel until we
had enough for Rostrons of Selby to send a lorry to take it to their
paper mill. The chapel was paid so much per ton for the paper and
the money helped pay for a porch at the front of the building. This
was built by Mssrs. Tune (a local builder) and Faithwaite (a local
joiner) in 1966.
Life around the chapel was very busy - there always seemed
to be something going on. The chapel anniversary, held in April
each year, was usually attended by a guest speaker. We had a good
Sunday school attendance, often between forty and fifty children,
and often "lost" a few to the church at party and trip times, but
they usually came back later.
The Sunday School Anniversarywas held in June each year and
we would train the children to sing chosen hymns weeks before
the actual event. Some would say recitations, some sing solo, some
in groups on a platform erected at the front of the pulpit with the
children facing the congregation (usually very nervously!). We had
hymn sheets printed. The girls would have new hats and dresses,
the boys would have new suits. The chapel would be full of parents
and friends and there was always a special speaker to conduct the
service. It was a very special day.
During the following week teachers and children would walk
around the village singing the hymns they had learnt and people
would come out and give us money for the Sunday school. This
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paid for the annual day out and prize giving. There would be a tea
party when we got back and we played games.
In July we went on the annual Sunday school outing to the
seaside. Everyone looked forward to this as it was often the only
time we would see the sea. We usually went to either Bridlington
or Scarborough. In the old days we would go by train from Cliff
Common station, being taken there by horse-drawn rully. B.ut
more recently we went the whole journey by coach (often reqUIring two coaches). Children went free, but any parents had to pay
their own fares.
During the week before Christmas a party of children ~nd
teachers went round the village singing carols - one evemng
being taken up by visiting outlying farms by anyone who had a car.
While we sang we collected for Sunday school funds and at some
houses we would be invited in for mince pies and a cup of tea. At
Christmas we had a party and prizes were presented - usually for
good attendance.
I met and worked with many good friends over the year~, b~t
would like to pay tribute to one in particular - J. Arthur Bnttam
who died in 1962. He was one of the most faithful members of the
chapel and could always be relied on - he was always there to
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to give help. Mr Brittain lived alone amid a large garde~ ~nd
orchard. He was fond of animals and people and when you VISIted
him he always made you very welcome.
When we lived at Osgodby I attended Barlby chapel, but when
we retired to Cliffe Common, returned to Hemingbrough Chapel.
In Hemingbrough I find there is still a need to raise money and
that we do need the help and support from the community. The
chapel itself requires money to pay for restoration, and the porch
needs a new roof. The Sunday school room is also in a poor state
ofrepair.
.
.
As well as providing for our own worshIp, Hemmgbrough
Chapel with its Sunday School has bee? a .centre for t?e whole
village. It has been used by many orgamsatlOns for ~ WIde range
of purposes including Weights and M,easures, the ~Idland Bank,
visiting doctors, foot clinics, W.I. meetmgs, Golden!--mkand a p~ay
school. It would be a great shame for the MethodIst commumty,
for Hemingbrough village, and for future generations, if we were
to lose the use of this important asset.

