MEMORIES OF MALC SMITH

I was born on 17th February 1935 at Millgate House Farm Hemingbrough. My father
was a Miller, I was the youngest of thirteen, I had seven brothers and six sisters.
Early picture of the Mill at Hemingbrough

I attended Hemingbrough School, but enjoyed working with my father George William
Smith and would be quite happy to miss school and be with him working on the farm.
I left school at fourteen and worked on the farm.
When I was about seventeen I left the family farm and went to work for Ralph
Falkingham on his farm, this was a more modernised farm with up-to-date machinery,
I worked here until I was twenty one when I started at BOCM in the loading end of the
site this would be in 1956.

I was a keen cricketer and l played for a local team run by Charley Sweeting called the
‘Penguins’ we played a match against OCO as it was then, it was a Sunday match and
I had a good game against them and scored plenty of runs. I was having my lunch
the following Monday when Bogie Belam and Les Richardson came down to see me
and asked if I would play for OCO. The rules for the OCO cricket team was that family
members and workers could play for the team with only three what they called
outsiders allowed, I was one of these.
OCO Cricket Team 1956 Malc front row 2nd from left- York Cricket Club

OCO Presentation winning West Riding League Shield

I moved from Falkingham’s to OCO in 1956 when I was twenty one and started in the
loading end of the Mill. Albert Wain was the foreman of the loading bays he would
come to the pub at Hemingbrough and said to me “come and work at BOCM”.
I got a job in the process and supply section. This was where the feeding materials
came from the supply boats and we would rip and tip (ripping the bags and tipping the
feed material into a moving belt) this took the material to all the blending rooms. The
chap that had worked on this job had broken his ankle and I took over. I remember the
big boss Mr Flohil, he would walk through the mill every morning, if he saw anything
amiss it had to be sorted he was very thorough.

From supply boats to runaway

Mill warehouse

Blending room

I worked in this part of the mill for about three or four years then went on to work in the
loading bay.
The worked involved loading Lorries with the animal feed, the Lorries would wait at the
weighbridge to be checked into the mill, then be positioned into a bay where the sacks
of animal feed would be loaded onto them. When loading was complete and after
‘weighing off’ Alec Saunders would hand a consignment note to the driver who then
went on to deliver the feed to farms. I worked in the loading bays for 20 years working
with Bob Page, during this time I operated fork lift trucks having taken my certificate.

The supervisor of the bag-house (bag-house fairies were girls who worked in the baghouse) would often walk from the bag-house to the offices and pass the loading bay
on the way, often there was a bit of strong language and one day she shouted over to
me “Now then Malc less of the language”.

Lorry in Loading Bay - 1967

Loading Complete and weighed off

When the new refinery was built anyone who wanted to work at this side of the mill
was asked to put their name down. I put my name down along with Bob Spence,
Snowy Hall, Ken Holey and Ken Higgins. We attended an interview with a Mr
Englehart, Les Banks and there were two other foremen present, we all past the
interview and started work in the extraction plant. There was a man called Mr Hodd
who came from Swedish Company called Alpha Laval and he was there to instruct
and train us on the machinery the methods of separation and how the plant worked .
(Alfa Laval is a Swedish company, founded in 1883 by Gustaf de Laval and Oscar
Lamm. The company, which started in the separation of solutions, now deals in the production
of specialized products and solutions for heavy industry. The products are used to heat, cool,
separate and transport such products as oil, water, chemicals, beverages, foodstuffs, starch
and pharmaceuticals).

In the refining process the oil was separated from Linseed, Soya and Rape seeds, the
finished product was sold on, some of the product went abroad and was used in Arab
Nations to put into concrete this prevented the concrete cracking. One of the haulage
Companies used to collect the oil was Smith and Robinsons. I found this job very
interesting the machines settings had to be watched all the time as there was a lot of
acids involved in this process which could be very dangerous. The waste was put into
tanks with different chemicals to be split (splitting the waste from the oil).
This job was shift work, three shifts (6-2am 2-10pm 10pm-6am) with two people plus
foreman. I worked with Bob Spence and Les Banks who was the foreman. We had to
ensure that the floors be washed on a regular basis. When we arrived for our shift we
would be given a sheet which told us what work was to be done, at the end of the shift
we had to complete the sheet on work we had completed.

Quite often we would have to take samples to check that the FFA (fatty Acid levels)
were correct, these were taken to a girl in a small laboratory in the refinery and she
did the testing, the tests were carried out straight away.
Mr Hudd would take a log of all tests carried out. He lived up at Hornsea and travelled
to the mill every day. I once took him out for a drink one of the lads had suggested
this, he felt he needed a bit of company. I took him to a pub in Skipwith and he got
talking to another chap and seemed to be enjoying himself, on the way home I asked
if he had enjoyed himself, he said “Yes I have really enjoyed myself, but I want to tell
you something, if you had been in my country you would have been locked up, in my
country you are not allowed to have any drink and drive”. (I had just had one pint)! I
said “Well you wouldn’t have had a night out then”. When Unilever sold up the oil
refinery was shut down and Mr Hodd retired, we had a leaving do for him at the Wadkin
Arms in Osgodby.
I then went to work in the crushing side of the mills, and worked with Gordon Hanson
who was the shift foreman, I went there as a cleaner and occasional relief on the
machines. Ken Holey and Bob Spence went to work in the blending room, Snowy Hall
got a good job as groundsman on the recreation fields and was also steward for the
recreation hut.
My next job was to work on the machines that made dog food, this eventually closed
down and a Company in Snaith took over the business. I went from this department
into the Silo (all finished materials from the mills were sent to the silo) I worked
alongside David Tymon we would load the belts which then went onto the blending
room where the feed would be bagged.
Animal Feed bagged and waiting despatch

From the silo’s I went to work on what we called the south side where the rail trucks
were loaded. The trucks were loaded with waste material and this was sent to the
extraction plant for excess oil to be removed.

When Mr Flohil passed away his ashes were scattered outside the extraction plant.
Derek Richardson used to say, “Don’t walk on there that’s where Flohil’s ashes are”.
Mr Flohil was the one who introduced the extraction to the mill and the plant was ‘his
baby’,
BOCM Railway sidings

Trackmobile - 1966

The ‘Trackmobile’ was introduced to BOCM in 1966 and could run on both road and
railway tracks. This was the first to be in everyday use in Britain, the vehicle was
designed in America and was an efficient way to keep costs down. Prior to this
machine, BOCM would use the services of British Rail to do the shunting work but with
the Trackmobile the company could move trucks laden with raw materials to wherever
they were needed, pulling a maximum load of 175 ton at five miles per hour.
Whilst working on the rail trucks I began to suffer badly with my knee joints and had to
take early retirement, I was granted thirteen weeks sick pay and finished working when
I was sixty three.

There was a couple of times I was on the ‘red carpet’ with grievance issues usually to
do with bonuses this was when I worked in the loading bay. Along with Mr Theobald
who was the shop steward two of us would go to what was known as the old cottage
to negotiate a deal. Fred Pickles (the manager) would say “You don’t tell me how to
run the factory”. This happened about three times and each time we were able to get
the deal we wanted.
Early OCO Picture showing the ‘Old Cottage’

BOCM was a good company to work for, with a very good surgery, Sister Markham
was the nurse in charge. When I was working in the loading bay I pulled a muscle in
my groin so off to see sister I went. Sister Markham said, “Off with your trousers and
get up on the bed”, I did what I was told but thought this is a bit of a funny situation,
and held on to my underpants, Sister Markham came across with some cream, took
one look at where my pain was and said, “Here you’d better put this on yourself.”
I once went with a back injury and was under a heat lamp for half an hour I fell asleep,
the nurse came in and said, “what are you doing lad”, the lamp had dropped and I had
a red ring on my back, she said “Good god you’ve nearly fried”.
There was also a dentist and I did go and have my teeth checked.
BOCM had lovely works canteen with the best of meals, it was a big canteen and the
drivers would use this as well. There was a board with a menu behind the canteen
and the staff would serve you what you wanted. There were three canteen staff
serving.
The recreation facilities were marvellous, when I first started playing cricket for OCO
the team played in the Yorkshire Council league which was top grade cricket, we would
play a lot of the colliery teams, Ackworth, Hull and South Kirby. We would also play
the Yorkshire League side.
When we had away matches there was a bus organised, but when we went into the
West Riding League we had to go by car. Mel Neary’s mother would do the cricket
teas for the home matches.

I did go the annual dinner dance at the swimming baths, you had to get in early to get
a ticket for this dance, I also went to the dances held at the recreation hut. At that time
I had an old Morris Minor and would drive to the dances.
I met my wife Shirley at the one of the Saturday night dances held at Selby swimming
baths. Shirley lived in Abbots Road and worked at Fletchers. We were engaged after
three years and married in Selby Abbey on 27th August 1960.
Malc and Shirley on their Wedding Day at Selby Abbey

I worked at BOCM for 42 years taking early retirement in 1998 due to continuing knee
problems. In 1972 I was awarded my fifteen years good service award and was
presented with a gold watch, this took place in Basingstoke, Mel Neary was present
at these awards.
Shirley and I have been married for fifty six years and have one son Nigel who also
worked for BOCM.

